Authors' Reply
To the Editor-We would like to thank Professor Wiwanitkit for his comments. As reported in the article, we aimed to delineate the effect of the plasma heating procedure on common chemical pathology tests. The results indicated that most common biochemical analytes, with the exception of serum enzymes, can be interpreted after the procedure. 1 We believe that the information derived will be useful for laboratories without access to high-class biosafety laboratories, or as suggested, a facility for high-energy irradiation of samples.
Unfortunately, with reference to the suggestion of using high-energy gamma irradiation to inactivate clinical specimens, based on the calculation from the cited article 2 and reported viral load in the literature (up to 10 10 copies/mL), 3 such a facility is not routinely available in clinical laboratories in Hong Kong.
